31st Constitutional Convention Coverage

For four action packed days in July, utility workers convened at the 31st Constitutional Convention to chart a course for the union for the next four years and elect new national officers. 

The election of James Slevin as president and Patrick Dillon as executive vice president topped the proceedings as Mike Langford and Steven VanSlooten retired from their positions as president and executive vice president respectively to hand leadership off to the next generation of UWUA leaders. 
Secretary-Treasurer Michael Coleman and Vice President John Duffy were re-elected to round out the national leadership team.

The theme of this year’s historic 31st Constitutional Convention, Our Mission: Protecting Our Legacy, Building Our Future was embraced by delegates and alternate delegates, the guest speakers who addressed the participants, and the hundreds of other guests who attended the convention.

Top officers take office

Upon being elected president, Slevin addressed the convention saying, “I am honored, humbled, and proud to be elected as your president. I will continue the legacy of this great union. Our industries are changing faster than ever before. We must be on the forefront of that change. I will make sure that we are moving forward, not just for our members but also for the labor movement which, through blood, sweat, and tears, built the middle class of this great nation.”

In his acceptance speech Executive Vice President Dillon said, “It is an amazing honor to be elected executive vice president of this great union. Having the opportunity to see Mike Langford and Steve VanSlooten leave their positions on their own terms this week and to celebrate everything they have done for this union is a wonderful thing. I know that together with Secretary-Treasurer Coleman, Vice President Duffy, and our new National President James Slevin we will guide this union on the path that Mike and Steve have laid out before us.”

National Committees add energy and purpose

A summit of the UWUA’s National Committees — Human Rights, Health and Safety, Young Workers Initiative, and the Women’s Caucus — added energy and purpose to the proceedings and brought everyone together in an unprecedented show of support for the committees’ work. 

In recognition of utility workers as first responders, the second National Hero Award was given to honor those who went beyond the call of duty since the last convention. 

The convention is the highest policy-making body of the union, with the power and authority to elect national officers, modify the constitution, and set policy.

Go to visit www.UWUA.net for complete coverage of the historic convention. 

====

Antonio DePina Receives 2019 Utility Worker Hero Award!

On his way to work one morning, Local 369 member Antonio DePina encountered a woman coming out into the street with her arms full. After taking a closer look, he noticed she was carrying an unconscious infant. DePina took action immediately, positioning his vehicle in the street so as to block traffic and dialed 911. Once he approached the woman, he could see the baby was blue. Instinct took over. Utilizing the skills he learned in a class at Eversource just a few months prior, he started to perform CPR. As soon as he started doing compressions, the 11-month-old child began to spit out water. He put the child in the recovery position as he had learned in training. 

According to DePina the child is in his life forever now and he sees her every now and then. “To save a baby’s life that’s a big thing to be able to do,” DePina said of the incident. “I’m glad and grateful it had a positive outcome.” 

=====


Convention By the Numbers

318 - Convention Delegates

96 - Alternate Delegates

114 – Locals

41,152 - Members Represented
414 – Guests

28  - Resolutions Passed

1 - Special Resolution honoring retiring President Langford and Executive Vice President VanSlooten

=====

Honoring Langford and VanSlooten

After nearly 13 years leading UWUA, Mike Langford and Steven VanSlooten retired at this year’s convention. Together, they left an indelible impact on the organization, taking the union into the 21st century, securing benefits that uplifted members and working to bring diverse new voices and perspectives into the organization. They received a huge “thank you” for their remarkable leadership, dedication and solidarity from delegates and guests at the convention. The thanks included a special convention resolution recognizing them for their years of service to UWUA members and the labor movement. For more on their impact on the UWUA, visit www.UWUA.net and check out a tribute video honoring their legacy.

=====

The fiery remarks of this year’s keynote and special guest speakers at the convention connected UWUA members to the larger labor movement in the United States, Canada and further abroad. Here are excerpts.

“Working people built this country from the ground up. We keep her running 
every day. In 2020 we are demanding from a president the same thing we demand of ourselves: hard work, integrity, honor, guts, grit and sacrifice. This is our time. This is our moment. We are the American labor movement!”
Richard Trumka
President, AFL-CIO

“Employer sponsored health insurance is unsustainable. Workers and employers cannot afford it. Will we do what’s morally right and choose the path of solidarity with working families across America and fight for Medicare for all? The values that undergird Medicare for all, fairness, equity, universality, are the same values that originally built the union movement. Let’s return to these core union values in Medicare for all and revitalize our labor movement.”
Kelli Coogan-Gehr
National Nurses United

“I am truly excited about the prospect of the Utility Workers and the Boilermakers working together for the greater good of our members. I can think of no other labor union that is so similar to the 
Boilermakers with the ideals, strengths and goals that match so well than those of our two unions.”
Newton Jones
President, International Brotherhood of Boilermakers

“We are here because we believe in the right to organize. We believe that we have to fight for what is good for people and we know there is a hell of a lot more that brings us together than separates us.”
Demaurice Smith
Executive Director, NFL Players Association

“The time of ‘I pay my union dues, so you do it for me’ has come and gone in this country. Every member, every rank and filer, has got to do something. Our enemies are banking on one thing: the apathy of our members.”
 J. David Cox
President, AFGE

“I’m proud to say that this is my 6th UWUA constitutional convention. My first was back in 1995 when I was 3 years old when my father was president of Local 223. This union is a family. Like families we have each other’s backs. In good times and in tough times this union was there for my family. And my hope is that many more families will have opportunities to experience that kind of bond, that kind of love that we all share with one another.”
Mari Manoogian
MI State Rep


“Greetings from the 50 million workers from 140 countries who are members of your IndusriALL Global Union. Our agenda is to organize and build the collective power of workers around the world. The global economy has failed working people because of multinational corporate greed. Our answer to this is to organize with you on a global scale. Let’s stand up together, let’s speak up together, let’s fight back together!”
Kemal Ozkan
Assistant General Secretary IndustriALL

“I stand here with you in international solidarity. Your struggles are our struggles. We have joined with you in the North American Solidarity Project to shape our futures together. Let’s take back our countries to make sure that working class people have good union jobs and a strong voice. Let’s get this done!”
Jerry Dias
President, UNIFOR

“Read the first line of the Constitution of the United States, ‘We the People, in order to form a more perfect union.’ They didn’t say ‘organization,’ they didn’t say ‘association,’ they said union because they understood that if the 13 colonies stood against each other they would be easily defeated. United we stand, divided we fall. And that’s why unions are the backbone of this nation and we will stay that way as long as it exists.”
Elise Bryant
President, Coalition of Labor Union Women



=====

10 Questions for President Slevin 

Q: What would you like people to know about you?
A: I’m a utility worker, the son of two immigrants and my father was a utility worker. I saw the struggles they went through. Same as the next person, I am continuing to work toward the American Dream. 

Q: What are you excited about in this new role?
A: I’m excited about learning and listening. I’m always trying to learn more. Right now, I’m doing a listening tour of our locals across the country and trying to meet with as many of our members as possible. 

I’m hearing a lot about the issues our members face on the East Coast and the West Coast and everywhere in between. For example, our members have been impacted by everything from Hurricane Sandy on the East Coast to the wildfires out west. I’m really hearing about what happens to the utility workers lives and their families when these kinds of things hit. 

Probably one of the biggest reasons I got into the labor movement is seeing the struggles of working families. So, I’m always thinking about how we can make a better workplace and better life for our members. 

Q: How do you see the utility industry changing over the next 5-10 years?
A: It’s changing today, not five years from now. The technology revolution happening today is faster. Climate change is impacting everything we do and that’s why we have to be engaged. We can’t have corporations dictating policy changes. We have to steer the ship. We can’t sit back and see what happens. 

We have some great minds and we have to work together. The truth is the utility industry isn’t going to be the same in every capacity. Deregulation was fast moving, but what we’re experiencing now is moving even faster. 

Q: How are we as an organization meeting those challenges?
A: Changes are going to happen and we’re not sitting back. We’re engaged and working to understand what that means for workplaces and our members’ livelihoods.  

We’re engaging in discussions about climate issues, advocating that workers and communities are considered as policies are written. We’re on the doorsteps of the elected officials making decisions and ensuring our rights are protected in collective bargaining. 

Q: What is your top priority over the next several months?
A: Getting out to meet members and listening, that’s my top priority. We have some talented people out there and I want to hear their sides of it. The two most valuable things in my life are my family and my members and letting them know their value. 

Q: What was your favorite moment of the convention?
A: There were two. One was seeing all of the new members at their first convention stand up and seeing how many there were. 

The other is hearing a story from an individual who attended a Power for America (P4A) conference. Attending that conference really inspired him to be more involved in the labor movement and become an advocate for safety in his workplace. That showed we’re doing some things right. 

Q: What’s your favorite snack?
A: I like all foods.

Q: What’s your favorite movie?
A: For movies, I like old humor like “Dazed and Confused,” “Fast Times at Ridgemont High” and “Superbad.” 

Q: What are your hobbies?
A: One of my hobbies is that I like to cook.

Q: What is your favorite thing about being a member of the UWUA?
A: Being part of this organization, when events happen we’re on the forefront of it. We don’t get enough respect for the work that our members do, making sure people have the electricity, gas and water they need. When wildfires or storms come through, we’re there and being part of the union and seeing men and women act as first responders it makes you proud. 
